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I.

Glories of Month of Kartik |

There is no other month equal to Kartika and there 1s no other yuga equal to Krta-yuga.
There is no other scripture equal to Vedas. There is no other place of pilgrimage equal
to Ganges, therefore, the month of Kartika is very dear to the Vaishnavas.- Skanda
Purana

In the Padma Purana it is said, "The Lord may offer liberation or material happiness to
a devotee, but after some devotional service has been executed, particularly in Mathura
during the month of Karttika, the devotees want only to attain pure devotional service
unto the Lord." The purport is that the Lord does not award devotional service to
ordinary persons who are not serious about it. But even such unserious persons who
execute devotional service according to the regulative principles during the month of
Karttika, and within the jurisdiction of Mathura in India, are very easily awarded the
Lord's personal service." (Srila Prabhupada in NOD chap. 12)

durlabho bhakti-yogo me mama vasyavidhayakah

karttike mathurayam ca vratenancna labhyate

"Pure devotional service to Me which, because it places Me under My devotee's
dominion, is very difficult to attain, 1s easily attained by following this vow in Mathura
during Karttika."

"To they who worship Krishna in Vrindavan, the Lord gives them their original spiritual
forms. The perfect atonement to purify the sins of a lifetime is to worship Lord
Damodara in Vrindavan during Kartik. The month of Kartik spent in Vrindavan brings
the supreme destination." Srila Rupa Goswami, Mathura Mahatamayam

“Although one can casily reach Mathura [Vraja Mandala] on this earth, and although
Kartik month is easily obscrvable, and although in the month of Kartik all of the places
of pilgrimage, oceans, rivers, and lakes come to the Mathura area, still, those human
beings who are foolish and suffering in the ocean of material existence do not take
advantage of it.” (Padma Purana)

Kartik is the best, the purest of purifiers, and most glorious of all months. Kartik month
is particularly dear to Lord Sri Krsna. This month is full of bhakta vatsalya. Any vrata,
even the smallest, will yield huge results. The effect of performing a Kartik Vrata lasts
for one hundred lifetimes, whereas ordinary vratas only last for one lifetime! Srimati
Radhika is the presiding deity of the holy month of Kartik. Rupa Goswami and others
refer to Radharani as Kartik Devi; in other words, Radhika is the goddess or presiding
Deity of the Kartik Vrata. - Padma Purana : quoted by Srila Sanatana Goswami in his
Hari-Bhakti Vilasa
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Glories of Month of Kartik I

“Among all twelve months, the month of Kartika i1s dear to Lord Sri Krishna. If
somebody performs a little worship of Lord Sri Hari in this month, He offers that

devotee His own abode. This statement is true. (Padma Purana)

“The result one obtains by giving ten thousand cows in charity can be obtained by
offering only one tulasi leaf to the Supreme Lord during the month of Kartika.

(Hari Bhakti Vilasa 7.335)

. “A person who happily reads the Bhagavad Gita in the month of Kartik does not

return to the world of birth and death.

“The pious result obtained by bathing in all holy places and giving all charities is
not equal to one ten-millionth part of the result obtained by following the vow of

Kartik.

"In the month of Kartik, which 1s very dear to Sri Hari, one who bathes carly in
the morning attains the merit of bathing in all places of pilgrimage. Anybody who
offers the Lord a ghee lamp in the month of Kartik, o brahmana, becomes free
trom all kinds of sins, such as killing a brahmana, and he goes to the abode of Lord

Hari.” (Brahma Khanda).

If there are so many benedictions for even the so called “unserious™ people, one
can even attain Krishna's personal service simply by "executing devotional service
according to the regulative principles during the month of Karttika", wouldn't then

it be a good idea for devotees to get serious?
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Damodar Ashtakam
(1)

namamisvaram sac-cid-ananda-riipam
lasat-kundalam gokule bhrajamanam
yasoda-bhiyolikhalad dhavamanam
paramrstam atyantato drutya gopya
(2)
rudantam muhur netra-yugmam mrjantam
karambhoja-yugmena satanka-netram
muhuh $vasa-kampa-trirckhanka-kantha-
sthita-graivam damodaram bhakti-baddham
(3)
itidrk sva-lilabhir ananda-kunde
sva-ghosam nimajjantam akhyapayantam
tadiyesita-jiiesu bhaktair jitatvam
punah prematas tam $atavrtti vande
(4)
varam deva moksam na moksavadhim va
na canyam vrne ‘ham varesad aptha
idam te vapur natha gopala-balam
sada me manasy avirastam kim anyaih
(3)
1dam te mukhambhojam atyanta-nilair
vrtam kuntalaih snigdha-raktais ca gopya
muhus cumbitam bimba-raktadharam me
manasy avirastam alam laksa-labhaih
(6)
namo deva damodarananta visno
prasida prabho duhkha-jalabdhi-magnam
krpa-drsti-vrstyati-dinam batanu
grhanesa mam ajnam edhy aksi-drsyah
(7)
kuveratmajau baddha-mirtyaiva yadvat
tvaya mocitau bhakti-bhajau krtau ca
tatha prema-bhaktim svakam me prayaccha
na mokse graho me ‘sti damodareha
(8)
namas te 'stu damne sphurad-dipti-dhamne
tvadiyodarayatha visvasya dhamne
namo radhikayai tvadiya-priyayai
namo 'nanta-lilaya devaya tubhyam
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Translation

(Spoken by Satyavrata Muni)

(1)

To the supreme controller, who possesses
an eternal form of blissful knowledge,
whose glistening earrings swing to and fro,
who manifested Himself in Gokula, who
stole the butter that the gopis kept hanging
from the rafters of their storerooms and
who then quickly jumped up and ran in
retreat in fear of Mother Yasoda but was

ultimately caught - to that Supreme Lord, Sri
Damodara, | offer my humble obeisances.

(2)
Upon seeing His mother's whipping stick, He
cried and rubbed His eyes again and again
with His two lotus hands. His eyes were
fearful and His breathing quick, and as
Mother Yasoda bound His belly with ropes,
He shivered in fright and His pearl necklace
shook. To this Supreme Lord, Sri Damodara,
| offer my humble obeisances.

(3)
Those superexcellent pastimes of Lord
Krishna's babyhood drowned  the
inhabitants of Gokula in pools of ecstasy. To
the devotees who are attracted only to His
majestic aspect of Narayana in Vaikuntha,
the Lord herein reveals: “I am conquered
and overwhelmed by pureloving devotion.”
To the Supreme Lord, Damodara, my
obeisances hundreds and hundreds of
times.

(4)
O Lord, although You are able to give all
kinds of benedictions, | do not pray to You
for liberation, nor eternal life in Vaikuntha,
nor any other boon. My only prayer is that
Your childhood pastimes may constantly

appear in my mind. O Lord, | do not even
want to know your feature of Paramatma. |

simply wish that Your childhood pastimes
may ever be enacted in my heart.

(5)
O Lord, the cheeks of Your blackish lotus
face, which is encircled by locks of curling
hair, have become reddened like bimba
fruits due to Mother Yasoda's kisses. What
more can | describe than this? Millions of
opulences are of no use to me, but may this
vision constantly remain in my mind.

(6)
O unlimited Vishnu! O master! O Lord! Be
pleased upon me! | am drowning in an
ocean of sorrow and am almost like a dead
man. Please shower the rain of mercy on

me; uplift me and protect me with Your
nectarean vision.

(7)
O Lord Damodara, in Your form as a baby
Mother Yasoda bound You to a grinding
stone with a rope for tying cows. You then
freed the sons of Kuvera, Manigriva and
Nalakuvara, who were cursed to stand as
trees and You gave them the chance to
become Your devotees. Please bless me in
this same way. | have no desire for
liberation into Your effulgence.

(8)
O Lord, the entire universe was created by
Lord Brahma, who was born from Your
abdomen, which was bound with a rope by
Mother Yasoda. To this rope | offer my
humble obeisances. | offer my obeisances to

Your most beloved Srimati Radharani and to
Your unlimited pastimes




KKD - BHAKTIVRIKSHA DEPT.

GHIGREHH

el 9 od G gRT e
(D) (5)
TarteR gireM<ey, 3¢ d GEIHISHIICR,
TG UST Tl UTSTHTH gd paal: R —adey e
BRI N DG RE N PRI ey forsraer 7
RIYYHII g Al HARITARTTH A&faTy:
(2) (0
e g A gof, 91 & d g fawm,
HRIHISTTA a5 TRiTe Ul g ISy
g: 41T - Rarg® o, WWW
RUTaemie HiadagH TEIUIRN HEHefaRsy:
o a (Q Y N 3 (7) r
ST RAANHRT< $US, PRIl SGHAd Tgd,
WU FSqareuady,. < Jifedr HidduTsh Sl g
TSR Hardfotaw, YT Ui Wadt H Ugw,
T: YA Qg o W 78 AsfT greE
(4) (8)
o a1 mef = Hierafe ar, OIS K] TH THvE ey
= It JUISE MGG IIGRATY fayw m
¢ d IUATY! MUTeTsd, TA! TR @A,
T N AR fopea TAISH T <drd 41y




KKD - BHAKTIVRIKSHA DEPT.

3

(1) o1 adsR Tfegere Wey g, S Huldl R Taied $ed [eagd 38 &, ol
MHd T fGag 4T § TRA UTTHH 8, O (GIYHITS B & SR AT IG5
SR U ZHTA Y GRGIS g & 1o oTg Al T=Iar = 3 f S1fed Iyas aleas udhe
forT g- U AT gMHIeR &1 H SO =y omH Siftd el g

(2) (AT & 81U § A3 3WHY) I Ad-d IRFR (U 31l BT 3 g gxasHal
T AUd 3B 81 3% 49 4T ¥ fIgd §, a7 & 3Ma7 ¥ Rafedl o7 & SR S
PREgad ®Ua H us! gs Hifadl &l HIdl HIId 81 36! g1 3 WRHYR YITdH gHIex
&1, forerT Ier Rl 1 8T g T=er 1 & arcded-OH I o1 8, § YU SR g |

(3) o Ot Teu-efiarall & gRT e aanid! & 3H<-SRIaR) | gald 36d 8. 3R 3
U3 B 79 30 HTaT & Ufel T8 a9 UehTiRId od & b 38 HT-3TeR B YRumafi
Y e SR Ut vl GRT ST Sffell S ebdll ©, I WA HIGR Bl H Bife-Bife
TOITH BT § |

(4) 8 UY, T U S ISR & R o4 H I &, Ju1f & S 7 df Hier Sruar Hier
& IR HIHRY IPUS H T Sfta SR Y (Faem Hiad gR1 0Tw) $s 37 IR
AN § | 8 AT AR O 99 31 81 3991 & [ 3T I8 darad &1 arerird ¥4 3%
7ed U U1 1R 38, i 39 Ryar gt foedil 8 e ¥ Uaroi g a1 872

(5) 8 TY! AT HIHd TTHGU! & YERTe aTdl O foRT g3 3T J¥HHd Al
TG & §RT IRER Jiad 8 Y81 & 3R 3T 16 forawd &1 wifd ara €1 3mud
TEHSA DT I8 gar 22 R gad H gal for1ioTd 36 | 92 ARl UhR &b oL a1l ol
Pls ATALTDH T 6! |

(6) 8 YTAH, H 3MTU] WUITH &l g1 & 3Ueh] JUH Hdl § | § MR, § 3Fd, §

famoy, § Ar, AR Y, HOR U9 g1 orsd H gl & 9eR H GaT o W@ § 1 IR FW
O HUTES BT a8 Db G GIH-51 TRUMTA BT IR Difod 3R T A1 & T

U&he gl Sgy|

(7) § WA aMHER, oY TR 304 gHier 9 I TadeR 3R AfRig Ime
BRG] B! ARG St & MY J KIBR 38 1 HEH Yo F1 o o1, SH ISR g
ot ST SOt U Hfa Ta &) SIfTe | 98! TR1 U T ST § 09 i Wl TR &
HIS B DTS 3BT 8

(8) B T gHIeR, H TauH 30 I B Sl arch oG TR &1 YUl Rl
g1 3MTue! fOrraHT et TURT & RO § BRT IR UUIH §, SR 3d iy &
et 31T IRAYR P AT YOUITH 8|




KKD - BHAKTIVRIKSHA DEPT.

Virtues of Offering Dipa (deep) |

1. When one offers a lamp during the month of Kartika, his sins of many thousands
and millions of births perish in half an eye blink.

2. If somebody burns a lamp in the temple of Lord Shri Hari even for a short time
(in the month of Kartik), then whatever sins, he has acquired for millions of

kalpas (one kalpa equals 1000 yugas) are all destroyed.

3. Of all gifts, the gift of a lamp during the month of Kartik is the best. No gift is its
equal.

4. Even if there is no mantras, no pious deeds, and no purity, everything becomes
perfect when a person offers a lamp during the month of Kartika.

5. A person who during the month of Kartika offers a lamp to Lord Keshava has
already performed all yajnas and bathing in all the holy rivers.

6. To one who either at home or in a temple offers a lamp during the month of
Kartika, Lord Vasudeva gives a great result.

7. A person who offer a lamp to Lord Krishna during the month of Damodara
(Kartika) becomes very glorious and fortune.

8. No sins exist anywhere in the three worlds that will not be purified by offering a
lamp to Lord Keshava during Kartika.

9. A person who offers a lamp to Lord Damodara during Kartika attains the eternal
spiritual world where there 1s no suffering.

10. Sr1 Sri Damodarastakam 1s sung during Kartika, also known as month of
Damodara. As quoted in the Sri Har1 Bhakti Vilasa, "In the month of Kartika one

should wprship Lord Damodara and daily recite the prayer known as
Damodarastaka, which has been spoken by Sage Satyavratra and which attracts
Lord Damodara. (Sri Har1 Bhakti Vilasa 2.16.198)"
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9.

10.

Virtues of Offering Dipa (deep) Il

(Skanda Purana, dialogue between Brahma and Narada)

The sins accumulated in millions of kalpas vanish in an instant when a dipa is offered during
Kartika. O great brahmana, listen to this dipa’s virtues, which are dear to Kesava. By offering
a dipa in this month a person will not take birth on earth again. (99-100)

This dipa-dana bestows all the benefits available at Kuruksetra during solar eclipses and at
Narmada during lunar eclipses, multiplied by the millions. O great sage, what is the value
of Asvamedha sacrifices for someone who in this month lights ghee or sesame oil lamps?
By this offering to the Lord, all prescribed activities, cven if devoid of mantra, rituals, and
clecanliness, arc brought to perfection. Anyone who offers dipa to Kesava during Kartika 1s
actually performing all sorts of ablutions and sacrificial ceremonies. (101-104)

On the other hand, all the pious deeds of the three worlds are not effective if this Kartika
dipa does not burn before Lord Kesava. (105)

O brahmana, since time immemorial the ancestors are praying, ‘If a scion who can please
Lord Kesava by this dipa-dana would appear in our lineage, we would certainly all become
liberated by the mercy of the Lord, who has a cakra on His hand.” (106-107)

Moreover, even if the volume of one’s sins equals Mount Meru, this dipa-dana can certainly
incinerate them. Be it in a temple of Lord Vasudeva or in one’s private house, this offering
yield amazing results. Indeed, the person who lights this dipa before Madhusiidana is
fortunate and glorious, because even hundreds of sacrifices and ablutions in holy places
cannot match the results instantly acquired by this dipa-dana. (108-111)

Even onc who never performs religious rituals or cven the worst sinner will surcly be
purified by this offering. O Narada, in the three worlds there 1s no sin that can stand before
this Kartika dipa. In fact, by presenting this dipa before Lord Vasudeva, the eternal abode
can be reached without obstruction. (112-114)

Now I will tell you about the merits accruing to one who offers a dipa with camphor
throughout Kartika, or particularly on the day of Dvadasi. O Narada, all the born or to-be-
born members of one’s family line, including all the innumerable forefathers, will enjoy in
heaven for a long time according to their wishes, and will attain liberation by the grace of
Lord Hari, who has a cakra on His hand. (115-117)

In this month, O great brahmana, a person who illuminates Lord Kesava’s temple even for
the sake of gambling purifies his family up to seven generations. And those who kindle this
Kartika dipa in a temple of Lord Visnu will prosper with wealth, progeny, good reputation,
and fame. Just as friction manifests the fire inherent in any wood, so this dipa-dana
undoubtedly manifests dharma (present in any action) . (118-120)

O eminent brahmana, the destitute should also arrange for this offering throughout the
month, until the full-moon day, even if it is necessary to sell his own person to do so. (121)

The fool who does not offer this dipa in Lord Kesava’s temple during Kartika, O sage, should
never be considered a Vaisnava. (122)

10
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Virtues of A String of Lamps (Dipa-Mala)

A person who arranges a dipa-mala inside and outside Lord Visnu’s temple will attain a form
similar to the Lord’s, with conch and cakra. Morcover, he is assured that in his family line
hundreds of thousands will not go to hell. (138-139)

O sage, he who arranges a dipa-mala inside and outside Lord Visnu’s temple will leave for the
supreme abode on the path illuminated by those very dipas. (140) (Skanda Purana, dialoguc
between Brahma and Narada)

A person who arranges a beautiful dipa-mala during Kartika and particularly on the days of
Ekadasi, when the Lord awakens, and Dvadasi, illuminates the four directions with his radiance
and, situated on a luminous vehicle, brightens the universe with the luster of his body. He will
live in Visnuloka for as many thousands years as the number of ghee lamps that he arranged.
(141-143) (Bhavisya Purana)

Virtues of dipa elevated to sky (akasa-dipa)

(Padma Purana, dialogue between Sri Krsna and Satyabhama)

A person who in this month elevates a lamp high in the sky delivers his family and reaches the
abode of Lord Visnu. (144)

Now listen to the merits of elevating dipas or floating them on water in Lord Visnu’s honor
during Kartika: these dipas will bring wealth, abundance, prosperity, all sorts of opulence,
progeny, a benign glance and wisdom. (145-146)

Morcover, the sages say that anyone who arranges a Kartika dipa for the house of a brahmana
will gain the results of an Agniséoma sacrifice . Dipas placed at crossroads, by the sides of

main roads, in brahmanas’ houses, at the roots of trees, in cow-pens, in forests, or in caves, all
bestow great results. (147-148)

Akasa-dipa-mantra:
damodaraya nabhasi tulayaa lolaya saha
pradipan te prayacchami namo’ nantaya vedhase

In this month of Kartika I'm elevating this dipa to the sky for You, O Damodara, Who are

accompanied by Laksmi . O Unlimited, O Supreme Creator, I offer my obeisances to You.
(149)

11
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Festivals In The Month Of Kartik

Sharad Purnima — Lord Krishna expanded Himself 1000s of time and performed Raas Lila

Bahulashtami - Appearance of Radha Kunda & Syama Kund
Rama Ekadasi - Fast from Grains
Dhanteras

Naraka Caturdashi — Krishna kills Narkasura; frees 16000 queens. Queens take shelter of
Krishna coz no one will marry them now. Krishna expands Himself 16000 times, marries
and lives with each one of the individually.

Diwali — Lord Rama returns to Ayodhya

Damodar Lila— When mother Yashoda binds Krishna

Govardhan Puja — Worship of Cows and Govardhan hill

Bhaiya Dooj — When Yamuna met her brother Yamaraj

Disappearance day of Srila Prabhupada

Gopashtami — Krishna becomes a cowherd boy

Kamsa Vadha Lila — Killing of Demon Kamsa and Freeing Devaki & Vasudev
Disappearance day of Srila Gaura Kishor Das Babji

Utthan Ekadasi

Bhimshma Panchak — In the last 5 days of Karthik, Bhimsadev prayed to Lord while
preparing to leave his body

Tulasi Vivaha — Marriage ceremony of Tulasi and Vishnu
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